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New president’s spokesperson  

Monika Landgraf is moving to Fraunhofer 
 
From May 1, 2024, Monika Landgraf will head the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft’s Sci-
ence Communications section, which comprises the Science Policy, Press and 
Media, Corporate Media, and Multimedia and Brand Communications depart-
ments. The journalism graduate will also take over as Fraunhofer press officer 
and report directly to Prof. Hanselka in her role as the president’s spokesper-
son. 

“The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft's active internal and external communication endeavors 
are a central pillar of our success. These include open discussions with our employees, 
our industrial and research partners as well as stakeholders from the government and 
society as a whole,” said Holger Hanselka, President of the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft. “I 
am delighted that we have been able to recruit a proven expert in Monika Landgraf. 
Her experience and in-depth expertise will be a great contribution to the strategic de-
velopment of Fraunhofer's communications. And this is of great importance for pro-
moting Fraunhofer's contribution to the German and European economies as well as to 
society at large.”  
 
“I am looking forward to my tasks at Fraunhofer, where I will be supporting the presi-
dent's strategy together with a dedicated communications team and promoting Fraun-
hofer's role and internationalization activities,” said Monika Landgraf. “Communi-
cating science and knowledge in a comprehensible way, however, is also essential for 
our democratic society, especially in times of fake news." 
 
Monika Landgraf is moving from the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) to Fraun-
hofer. As Chief Communication Officer and Head of Corporate Communications, she 
was responsible for internal and external communications at KIT and had been KIT's 
press officer since 2010. From 1992 to 2007, when she joined KIT, she worked as a ra-
dio consultant at the Bavarian regulatory authority for New Media, prior to this she was 
a freelance contributor at Bayerischer Rundfunk. Monika Landgraf has a degree in jour-
nalism from Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität in Munich. In 2014, she was named Re-
search Spokesperson of the Year. She is also on numerous science communication 
committees and was a member of the board of the German national association of 
communications professionals in higher education for many years. 
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The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, based in Germany, is the world’s leading applied research organization. By prioritizing key technologies for the 
future and commercializing its findings in business and industry, it plays a major role in the innovation process. A trailblazer and trendsetter in 
innovative developments and research excellence, it is helping shape our society and our future. Founded in 1949, the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft 
currently operates 76 institutes and research units throughout Germany. Around 30,800 employees, predominantly scientists and engineers, work 
with an annual research budget of roughly €3.0 billion, €2.6 billion of which is designated as contract research. 
 

RESEARCH NEWS 

March 13, 2024 || Page 2 | 2 

 

 

Fig. 1 On May 1, 2024, 

Monika Landgraf will take 

over as Head of Science 

Communications and press 

officer of the Fraunhofer-Ge-
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