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Prof. Jakob Edler joins the management team of the 
Fraunhofer ISI

The Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research ISI is expanding 
its management team with the appointment of Prof. Jakob Edler. As a 
professor of innovation policy and strategy he has in recent years led the 
prestigious Manchester Institute of Innovation Research. Prof. Edler will join 
Prof. Marion Weissenberger-Eibl and Prof. Mario Ragwitz on the Fraunhofer ISI 
management team, contributing his expertise in the governance and policy of 
international research and innovation initiatives.

Prof. Edler is not new to the Fraunhofer ISI: the political scientist, who gained a doctor-
ate with distinction, worked at the institute as a research assistant in 1999, conducting 
analyses of research and innovation policy. Thanks to his excellent work, he was first 
made deputy head of the Innovation Systems and Policy department in 2004 and, two 
years later, became its head, before moving to the Manchester Institute of Innovation 
Research in 2007. From 2011 onward, he was executive director of this internationally 
renowned research institute. Prof. Edler advices numerous governments and commit-
tees on innovation policy. He has been president of the European Forum for Studies of 
Policies for Research and Innovation since June 2016.

“In Prof. Edler we have secured an excellent scientist, and an internationally experi-
enced and well-connected expert in innovation research,” says Prof. Reimund Neuge-
bauer, president of the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft. “Our intention is to continue expand-
ing our role as an innovation driver with excellence in research. That is why, for 
example, we established the Fraunhofer Group for Innovation Research in July 2017, 
which offers professional strategic consultancy in this field and ensures that technologi-
cal developments are firmly anchored in the social, economic and political spheres.” 

“I am very pleased to return to the Fraunhofer ISI; as one of Europe’s leading innova-
tion research institutes. The Fraunhofer ISI is highly competent in technology as well as 
in social sciences – a worldwide unique combination that comes up excellently to the 
special demands of innovation research and consulting. Moreover, the institute is 
closely connected to the technologically oriented Fraunhofer Institutes. It offers political 
and scientific stakeholders a uniquely broad spectrum of sociotechnical and socio-
economic research as they strive to prepare and disseminate technological and 
non-technological innovations and their strategic and political support,” says Prof. 
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Edler, who is taking over management of the institute.  

Institute Director Prof. Weissenberger-Eibl is delighted to be receiving such high-caliber 
support: “We are very pleased to welcome our new colleague, Prof. Edler, to our 
ever-expanding institute.” 
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The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft is the leading organization for applied research in Europe. Its research activities are conducted by 69 institutes 
and research units at locations throughout Germany. The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft employs a staff of 24,500, who work with an annual research 
budget totaling 2.1 billion euros. Of this sum, 1.9 billion euros is generated through contract research. More than 70 percent of the Fraunhofer-
Gesellschaft’s contract research revenue is derived from contracts with industry and from publicly financed research projects. International collabo-
rations with excellent research partners and innovative companies around the world ensure direct access to regions of the greatest importance to 
present and future scientific progress and economic development. 


