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Innovative research and energy technologies 

The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft and the United Arab Emir-

ates’ Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure sign a memo-

randum of understanding for future research projects in 

the energy field 

In the presence of the German Federal Minister of Economic Affairs and Climate 
Action, Robert Habeck, a delegation from the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft and the 
Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure of the United Arab Emirates (MOEI) 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) in Abu Dhabi today. 

With this letter of intent, both sides confirm their plans for cooperation. On the one 
hand, Fraunhofer and the MOEI intend to drive innovative research and development 
projects. These projects include integrated energy systems, sustainable energy, green 
and blue hydrogen technologies and infrastructure, water desalination and treatment 
technologies, sustainable building materials as well as the decarbonization of transport, 
health care, bioeconomy and food chains. On the other hand, this will also examine 
potential research and development services that Fraunhofer could provide for the 
establishment of a sustainable MOEI R&D and innovation center in the UAE. 
 
So far, four Fraunhofer institutes are involved in the collaboration between the MOEI 
and Fraunhofer: the Fraunhofer Institute for Surface Engineering and Thin Films IST, the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Silicate Research ISC, the Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy 
Systems ISE and the Fraunhofer Research Institution for Energy Infrastructures and 
Geothermal Energy IEG.  
 
Global demand for Fraunhofer research 
 
Robert Habeck, the German Federal Minister of Economic Affairs and Climate Action, 
said: “I welcome the planned collaboration between Fraunhofer and the UAE Ministry 
of Energy and Infrastructure. Fraunhofer is one of the leading players in the field of ap-
plied energy research. When it comes to the development of energy strategies, the es-
tablishment of living laboratories and hydrogen in general, we see great potential for 
the German-Emirati Energy Partnership to take our cooperation to the next level. The 
aim is to jointly create the basis for decarbonizing the energy sector in a timely manner 
and thus to contribute to achieving the Paris Agreement. In particular, there is great 
need for research in the fields of production, storage and transport of green hydrogen 
in the UAE as well as the import and application in Germany.” 
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The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft based in Germany is the world’s leading applied research organization. Prioritizing key future -relevant technologies 

and commercializing its findings in business and industry, it plays a major role in the innovation process. A trailblazer and trendsetter in innovative 

developments and research excellence, it is helping shape our society and our future. Founded in 1949, the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft currently 

operates 76 institutes and research units throughout Germany. Over 30,000 employees, predominantly scientists and engineers, work with an 

annual research budget of €2.9 billion. Fraunhofer generates €2.5 billion of this from contract research.  
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effort and cooperation at the supranational level. International research cooperation in 
particular is needed to leverage synergies and develop new sustainable technologies 
that support the global energy transition,” explains Prof. Reimund Neugebauer, Presi-
dent of the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft. “The signing of the MoU between the MOEI and 
the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft is an important step in paving the way for future research 
and development projects from which both sides benefit. Our goal is to establish an in-
novation ecosystem for shared and sustainable economic activities in which elements of 
the energy and hydrogen economies interact — with closed material and substance cy-
cles following the principles of a circular economy.” 

Dieses Feld, sowie die Tabelle auf der letzten Seite nicht löschen! 


