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Press release 
— 
Innovation Requires Predictability and a Relia-
ble Policy Framework 

Statement by Holger Hanselka, President of the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, on 

the suspension of applications for the Central Innovation Programme for 

SMEs (ZIM) and its implications for innovation, technology transfer and the 

competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). 

“Innovation doesn't happen overnight. It requires a long-term outlook and reliable funding 

structures. The Central Innovation Programme for SMEs (ZIM) is therefore a key instrument 

for many SMEs in maintaining and strengthening their competitiveness,” emphasizes Holger 

Hanselka, President of the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft. “Companies without in-house R&D de-

partments in particular rely on collaboration with universities and non-university research insti-

tutions to turn the latest research findings into marketable products and services and to re-

main competitive in fast-paced markets and in the face of international competition. Close 

collaboration between research institutions and companies is crucial to the innovative 

strength of SMEs and makes an important contribution to Germany's future as a center of in-

dustry and innovation.”  

Hanselka adds: “With this in mind, the suspension of applications for the Central Innovation 

Programme for SMEs (ZIM) sends a troubling signal for Germany as a hub of innovation. After 

all, innovation requires predictability and a reliable policy framework. The suspension of appli-

cations for ZIM is particularly holding back highly innovative SMEs and their research partners. 

Especially in the current economic and geopolitical situation, Germany needs more investment 

in research and technology transfer, not less.” 

 



 
 
 
 

The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, headquartered in Germany, is one of the world’s leading organizations for 

applied research. It plays a major role in innovation by prioritizing research on cutting-edge technologies 

and the transfer of results to industry to strengthen Germany’s industrial base and for the benefit of 

society as a whole. Founded in 1949, the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft currently operates 74 institutes and 

research units throughout Germany. Its roughly 30,000 employees, predominantly scientists and 

engineers, work with an annual business volume of 3.6 billion euros; 3.2 billion euros of this stems from 

contract research. 
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